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System Sensor launches unique IP-enabled aspiration detectors

Released 20 June 2012
System Sensor Europe, part of Honeywell, moves into the ultra-sensitive aspiration detection space for the first time with the introduction of FAAST, an EN54-20 Class A approved very early warning aspiration system that will alarm more than an hour before combustion. 

FAAST’s early warning functionality and removal of false alarm risks makes it an essential safety measure in enterprise critical operations such as data centres and IT / telecoms facilities, where revenue loss and reputational damage due to disruption are unacceptable. Overheating cables are a significant source of problems, FAAST will give IT managers time to transfer data from affected servers, preserving operational uptime. Recent research has shown that average outage in the US was 120 minutes and cost more than $11000 per minute. In the US the aggregate cost of the most recent downtimes in 41 data centres was in excess of $20 million.1
FAAST includes a number of unique hardware and software features:

· Integral IP connectivity, which enables remote monitoring and management over the internet by direct integration into local and wide area networks, a particular benefit in a data centre facility. 

· Use of the System Sensor digital Advanced Protocol to communicate with the fire control panel, which enables both point and aspiration detectors to be integrated into a single overall fire system, reducing total cost of ownership. 

· Super sensitive detection of 0.0015%/m (0.00046%/ft).

· Multi-angle and multi-wavelength optics and complex algorithms to differentiate combustible particles from dust particles, a critical requirement in avoiding false alarms and achieving 100% uptime.

· Three-stage filtration, which includes an aerospace-designed patented wing filter to prevent particles larger than 20 microns from entering the detection chamber, again reducing the possibility of false alarms.

These unique features also make FAAST ideal for installation in large open spaces such as airport concourses, and for challenging environments where hot or cold temperature extremes, or poor air quality, are present. 

Stuart Ball, Head of Marketing  for System Sensor in Europe, said, “As the world’s largest manufacturer of fire detectors, we are investing heavily in developing new products that offer better and faster protection against the ever-present danger of fire without adding to the risk of false alarms. FAAST includes innovative mechanical and electronic design that delivers a world-leading early warning detection time, without the disruption of false alarms, for protection of high value, enterprise-critical facilities such as data centres. We believe the high performance and embedded IP connectivity puts FAAST in a class of its own.”

Support products available with FAAST include Pipe IQ, a PC-based Pipe Design Wizard that enables the configuration of the sampling pipe network to be calculated simply and quickly. 

FAAST LT is the next product in the range to be developed specifically for EN54-20 Class C applications such as commercial and industrial buildings where other smoke detection methods are inappropriate or more prone to fail or suffer from false alarms. 

*** Ends: body copy 482 words ***

¹ Source Emerson Network Power, Understanding the cost of Data Centre Downtime.

Notes to editors 

Additional information on FAAST

Compliance with the EN 54-20 standard is required for aspirating products to include the CE marking. Unlike the equivalent UL approval the key benefit of EN 54-20 to designers and end users of aspiration systems is that it eliminates any confusion about the settings required for listed detectors to achieve required sensitivity levels and alarm appropriately in fire conditions. An important feature of this standard is its sensitivity classification system for aspirating smoke detectors. The standard divides sensitivities into one of three classifications for specific applications including: Class A: Very high sensitivity for very early warning fire detection in mission critical applications; and Class C: Normal sensitivity for general fire protection where other detection types would not work. 

FAAST has been confirmed by VdS in independent testing to meet the requirements of EN54-20 classes A, B, & C with sensitivity classifications as published.

For more information, go to www.faast-detection.com  
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About System Sensor 

System Sensor is the world’s largest manufacturer of fire detection devices. The latest development, FAAST, provides the earliest possible warning of fire without false alarms. FAAST is an ultra sensitive, IP-enabled aspiration detection system optimised for use in data centres and other enterprise-critical facilities containing high value equipment.

About Honeywell 

Honeywell International (www.honeywell.com) is a Fortune 100 diversified technology and manufacturing leader, serving customers worldwide with aerospace products and services; control technologies for buildings, homes and industry; automotive products; turbochargers; and specialty materials. Based in Morris Township, N.J., Honeywell’s shares are traded on the New York, London, and Chicago Stock Exchanges. For more news and information on Honeywell, please visit www.honeywellnow.com. 

